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www.dell.com/au

152.9x79.1x9.9mm

220gm

ain

800x480
TFT-LCD
capacitive

3.5mm

microSD
mini-SIM

30-pin connector

1GHz Qualcomm
Snapdragon

512MB
512MB

5MP
3MP

850/900/
1800/1900

900/1900/2100
(Optus model)

1530 mAh

98h
Android 2.2

Folio100

Approx $530
www.toshiba-

multimedia.com
281x181x14 mm

760gm
10.in

1024x600
TFT-LCD
capacitive

3.5mm

SD
N/A

USB, mini-USB, HDMI

1GHz ARM Cortex A9

512MB
16GB

1.3MP
N/A

proposed

N/A

N/A

N/A

Y

Y

N/A

1020 mAh
Th

Android 2.2

Archos
70

$385 (8GB),
$460 (250GB)

www.archos.com

Toshiba

201x114x10mm (HDD

model 14mm thick)

300gm (HDD model

400gm)
7in

800x480
TFT-LCD
capacitive

3.5mm

microSD

mini-USB, HDMI

1GHz ARM Cortex A8

256MB

8GB flash or 250GB
HDD

—

3MP

Y

¥
unknown
7h (video)
Android 2.2

Tega
Vv

from $1092

www.tegatech.
com.au

243x190x14mm
870gm
10.1in

1024x600
TFT-LCD
capacitive

microSD
mini-SIM (optional)

USB

1.66GHz Intel Atom
N455

1or 2GB
32 or 64GB

1.3MP

850/900/1800/
1900 (optional)

850/900/1800
/2100 (optional)

Y (optional)

Y (optional)

7.2 Mbps (optional)
Y

Y

3500 mAh

5h

Windows 7 Home/
Pro & Android 1.6

Fujitsu
TH550

from $1599

www.pc-ap.fujitsu.
com

270x189x32.4mm

1.4kg

10.lin

1366x768
TFT-LCD
capacitive .

3.5mm

SD
mini-SIM (optional)

USB, HDM|
1.3GHz Intel Core i3

up to 8GB
up to 500GB

1.3MP

850/900/1800/
1900 (optional)

850/900/1900
/2100 (optional)

Y (optional)

Y (optional)

7.2 Mbps (optional)
Y

Y

Y (optional)

5800 mAh

13h

Windows 7
Professional 64-bit

BlackBerry
PlayBook

TBA
WWW.rim.com
194x130x9.7mm
400gm

7in

1024x600
TFT-LCD

capacitive

3.5mm

N/A

micro-USB, micro-
HDMI

1GHz ARM Cortex AQ

1GB
16, 32, or 64GB

5MP
3MP
N/A

proposed

N/A

N/A

N/A

¥

Y

N/A
5300mA
unknown

BlackBerry Tablet OS

Notion Ink
Adam

from $US375
www.notionink.com
269x191x14mm
730gm

10.7in

1024x600
TFT-LCD or Pixel Qi
capacitive

3.5mm

microSD
mini-SIM

USB, mini-USB, HDMI
1GHz ARM Cortex AQ

1GB
8GB

3.2MP

850/900/
1800/1900

850/2100 or
900/2100

L < [ <<

24.6 watt-hour
6+ h
Android 2.3
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2 301 TABLETS - OS COMPARISON

The rival OSes

Google and Apple aren't going to have the slate monopoly for long: 2011 is likely to see a
wave of new and intriguing operating systems

BlackBerry Tablet OS

RIM's first tablet, slated for a US release in
early 2011, 1s the BlackBerry PlayBook. The OS
already looks slick, with many of the promo
videos giving a Minority Report feel to the
interface. It's a familiar form factor - a slate
dominated by a 7in multitouch screen - but
BlackBerry obsessives might be disappointed

by the lack of an integrated hardware keyboard.

That said, RIM is clearly playing to its
strengths by marketing the PlayBook as the
“world's first professional-grade tablet”, and its
feature list looks like a list of iPad complaints:
there's a micro-HDMI out socket so you can run
presentations from it, while the browser is, in
RIM's words, “uncompromised”, In less political
terms, that means it has full support for Flash.

Adobe’s involvement is interesting. RIM
acquired a company called QNX to make its
new BlackBerry Tablet OS, but according to the
wording on RIM's developer site, the PlayBook's
Ul s written in Adobe's AIR runtime.,

Other than this, we still know very little
about the PlayBook: there's no sense of its
battery life, how smoothly the OS runs or
what the apps will be like, BlackBerry App
World had 10,000 apps in September, but
breakout hits have been few and far between.
There are official Twitter and Foursquare
clients, but there's some truth to the satirical
graphic of "Angry Birds for BlackBerry"
(http://tinyurl.com/66ms68k). Think text
such as, “"Launch red bird. You missed. Launch
another red bird, slightly softer.”

At the moment, RIM seems to be doing
enough to justify interest: the hardware
specification is solid and, unlike Google, it's
jumping in with both feet when it comes to
making a tablet-focused OS. The big question
mark is over performance: Adobe is known for
flashy graphics and slick presentation, but its
programs aren't renowned for being speedy:.
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webQOS 2

. We know that HP will be launching a high-

. resolution device boasting a tablet-focused

. version of webQS - the phone operating

- system it bought as part of its $1.2 billion

- acquisition of Palm - at some point in 2011. It's
. already leaked the name of a potential family

- such as the Palm Pre Plus (web ID; 164364)
that it could rival i0S for smoothness.

Palm’'s webOS holds a couple of other benefits

- over i0S, First, it builds social networking into

. the interface rather than relying on separate

. apps: HP's term for this is Synergy, with the 0S
- bringing all your Facebook, LinkedIn, Microsoft
- Exchange and Google information together in

- one unified view.

[ts other big strength is multitasking.

-~ Pressing a button brings up all the open apps

. in a zoomed-out view, so you can flick back

- and forth between them with the touch of

. a finger. HP webOS 2 improves multitasking

- still further via Stacks: this will allow related

. open apps to be stacked on top of one another
. in the interface, so if you click on a URL in an

. email, the website will sit on top of the email

. when you zoom out to check open apps.

Another new feature is Just Type, a similar

. idea to Windows 7's instant search feature,

- where you type freeform into a textbox and all
. the relevant programs, documents, emails and

. websites appear instantly in the results panel.

The weakness for webOS, and probably

. HP's biggest challenge, is the lack of apps.

. HP claims there are “thousands” of apps, but

. we estimate there are currently fewer than

© 2000 in the Palm App Catalog (its Apple Store
. equivalent). If webOS 2 is to be a success,

. developers will need a lot of enticements to

. convince them to shift their attention from
- 10S and Android.

Windows 7

. Microsoft can justifiably claim that it's been

. producing tablet PCs for years, although for

. the most part these have been convertibles:

. a touchscreen laptop with a twistable screen,
. S0 you can either use your Windows PC as a

. regular laptop or as a "slate”.

- of devices, the PalmPad, and we know from our :
- experiences with webOS-based smartphones

While this form factor has its fans,

. particularly in larger businesses and some

. Industries, it's failed to make inroads

. elsewhere. Undaunted, Microsoft has publicly
. claimed that Asus, HP, Samsung, Sony and

. Toshiba will soon be selling Windows 7

. slates. Indeed, Microsoft could even claim the
. ViewSonic ViewPad 10 as such a device.

Despite having a touch interface integrated

- into the 0OS, using a Windows 7 tablet is no

. match for the slick experience found on

. an 1Pad. There’s no instant-on, you have to

. fiddle around with tiny buttons designed

. to be clicked by a mouse, and the tablets

. themselves are heavier because you need a
. powerful processor with active cooling

Almost all the software designed for

. Windows 7 is again designed with a mouse
. and keyboa
. apps - such as those found in the Windows
. Touch Pack (http://tinyurl.com/6j9e3cy) -
. few and far between. Our experience with
. the ViewPad suggests the OS comes to life
. only when you attach a keyboard and mouse.

rd in mind, with dedicated touch

We believe Microsoft would be far better

. advised to adapt its new Windows Phone 7

. operating system to the tablet form factor.

. This OS is designed from the ground up

- to work with digits rather than mice, and

. if Microsoft can convince its vast army of

. partner developers to create apps (using

. familiar tools, so there’s no need for them to
. learn new programming skills), this could

. end up being the biggest competitor to

. Apple’s iOS.




7388 TABLETS ROUND UP

TOSHIBA FOLIO 100

PRICE Approx $530
WEB www.toshiba-multimedia.com

oshiba’s Folio 100 offers an iPad-sized
I display on a budget, but demands

sacrifices in return. The Folio 100 sports
a 10.1in, 1024x600 capacitive display and
weighs in at 760gm - making it less portable
than its sleek 7in Android rivals. It’s powered
by Android 2.2 “Froyo” but doesn’t run Flash
10.1 (although Toshiba insists that it's coming).
Pinch-to-zoom browser support was added In
the December firmware update. What'’s really
surprising is that the Folio 100 lacks support
for the Android Market, instead forcing you to
use the Toshiba Market Place. It’s possible to
side-load apps, although Toshiba’s firmware
tweaks still make it difficult to run Android
Market. In terms of hardware the Folio 100 has
a few tricks up its sleeve. Along with USB, mini-
USB and SD slots, it also features an HDMI port
along with DLNA support for video streaming.
There’s a front 1.3 megapixel camera for
video-conferencing but no rear camera. Video
features are boosted by the NVIDIA Tegra 2
250 chip nestled under the bonnet - a dual-
core 1 GHz ARM Cortex A9 processor with
integrated graphics offering 1080p video
decoding. Unfortunately poor viewing angles
take some of the shine off the Folio 100’s video
performance. Toshiba has also opted for a
removable battery, which will please some.
While the hardware shows promise, the Folio
100’s firmware is clearly a work in progress.
Some UK retailers even stopped selling the Folio
100 temporarily due to the high rate of returns
from disappointed customers. The model was
never officially released into Australia, although
it can easily be imported online. Better to wait
for Toshiba’s next offering.

FEATURES & DESIGN * * * *
VALUE FOR MONEY * * * *
OVERALL »»x»xx

ARCHOS /0

PRICE $385 (8GB), $460 (250GB)
WEB www.archos.com

he Archos 70 packs a lot of punch,
I especially if you're looking for plenty

of onboard storage. It runs Android
2.2 “Froyo” on a 1 GHz processor with a
graphics accelerator and Adobe Flash 10.1
support. The tablet sports a 7in, 800x480
capacitive TFT-LCD multi-touch display - so it
doesn’t rival the sharp display of the Galaxy
Tab or the iPad. The Archos 70 is available
in two flavours - 8 GB of flash-memory
accompanied by an SD slot, or a whopping
250 GB hard drive - a nod to Archos’ portable
media player heritage. The flash model is
only 10mm thick and weighs in at a mere
300gm, while the hard drive model is 4mm
thicker and 100gm heavier. Both models
feature a mini-USB port and mini-HDMI port
for connecting to your television. There's even
a foldout stand for sitting it on the table to
enjoy a movie, with support for a wide range
of video formats. The stand would also come
in handy if you want to prop up the tablet
and use a Bluetooth keyboard to get some
work done. There’s also a front 0.3 megapixel
webcam for video conferencing. While it’s
clearly an impressive portable entertainment
centre, the Archos 70’s usefulness as a travel
companion is limited by the lack of built-in
3G. The fact Android Market isn't preinstalled
would indicate that Archos also views the 70
as primarily a media player. Instead it offers
access to Archos’ Appslib, although you'll find
online guides to side-loading the Android
Market app. Although not formally released,
both flavours of the Archos 70 are available
in Australia via the Expansys website (www.
expansys.com.au).

FEATURES & DESIGN % % % W
VAL LIE FOR MONEY * * * * *
OVERALL Y o B

TEGATECH TEGA V2

PRICE from $1092 with Windows 7 Home

WEB www.tegatech.com.au

I out with the HP Slate 500 for a slice

of the burgeoning corporate Windows

7 tablet market. The Tega v2 sports a 10.1in,
1024x600 capacitive multi-touch display and
runs Windows 7 Home or Professional on an
Intel Atom processor with 1 GB of RAM and
a 32 GB solid state drive. Australian-based
Tegatech primarily targets corporate users
and the Tega v2 is available in a range of
configurations with the option of 3G, WiMAX,
WiBro, extra RAM and a larger hard drive,
but not GPS. You can also buy the tablet with
no operating system installed. The Tega v2
comes with a stylus to compliment Windows
7’'s handwriting support. It also features USB
ports, mini-VGA port, SIM card slot, SD card
slot and a 1.3 megapixel front camera. Like
the HP Slate 500, the Tega v2 offers roughly
iPad-esque dimensions with an aluminium
back which gives it more of an iGadget look.
The Tega v2 is 1mm thinner than the Slate
500 and offers extra screen real estate, but
the trade-off is that it’s heavier at 870gm.
Tegatech also works to compensate for
Windows’ shortcomings by pre-installing the
Thinix Touch large icon interface - although
it still falls short of the slick iOS and Android
touchscreen interfaces. This Windows 7 tablet
has another impressive trick up its sleeve - the
ability to dual-boot with Android 1.6 (with an
upgrade to 2.2 expected). It’s not pre-loaded,;
you need to download it from the Tegatech
website and install it using UNetbootin.
Unfortunately the Android distro was initially
plagued with WiFI issues, though they have
since been addressed in an update.
1.0 .0 0
L. B B
OVERALL * K K K

egatech’s Tega v2 aims to battle it

FEATURES & DESIGN
VALUE FOR MONEY




